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2014 ABILITIES CAREERS EXPO 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10:07 pm]: This evening I rise to speak about something I did 
prior to coming to Parliament this morning on behalf of the Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier. I was 
delighted to officially open the 2014 Abilities Careers Expo at the Crown Metropol convention centre. The full 
title was Abilities Career Expo Pathways to the Future: Celebrating Success. This expo is a joint collaboration 
between the Department of Education, the Catholic Education Office, the Association of Independent Schools of 
WA and Activ Foundation, all organised by the incredibly capable Noelene Mason, the principal of 
Malibu School, which I think is in Rockingham in the electorate of my colleague from South Metropolitan 
Region. 
This expo is held annually—I think it was first held in about 2004 or 2005—and has grown from very humble 
beginnings of a few exhibitors in Forrest Place to the very large expo it is today. My apologies to the organisers 
if I have this wrong, but I think I saw about 30 organisations with a stand at this expo to provide information to 
students, teachers and parents about the options available in the vocational education area to young people with 
disabilities. The exhibitors come from schools, training providers and employment agencies. 
The morning started with Noelene Mason, the principal of Malibu School, welcoming everyone and introducing 
the Malibu School Glee Club, a fantastic group of very young, enthusiastic students who gave a most remarkable 
rendition of the Australian national anthem with gusto, enthusiasm and joy of life—all that should be put into 
singing the national anthem.  
It was really uplifting to hear them sing first thing in the morning. 
After the Malibu School Glee Club sang to us, we were introduced to an amazing, incredible, articulate and 
eloquent young lady by the name of Rebecca Dewer. Rebecca identified herself as a person with 
Asperger’s syndrome. She described that as being someone who is autistic. Asperger’s is not commonly known 
amongst people. She talked about what it means for her to have Asperger’s. She described it as having 
difficulties with expression of some emotions and also some problems with her fine motor skills. Rebecca gave 
her experiences of someone who had been to the Abilities Careers Expo a few years ago and had found 
a vocation that she could follow. She has since been working at McDonald’s. She also works at Crown casino. 
On more than one occasion she spoke about encouraging people to eat at Carvers at Crown casino, where she 
works, and what a great employer it was. She also talked about how she joined Toastmasters International to 
become proficient in public speaking. She really was an incredible young woman. She spoke with so much 
enthusiasm. 

After Rebecca spoke, I opened the expo. As all of us who do representations on behalf of ministers know, we are 
given briefing notes to assist us in our speeches if it is an area that we are not too familiar with. As always when 
I am representing the Minister for Education, I was given some really fantastic briefing notes that gave the 
background of the expo and statistics, such as in 2013, 618 public school students with disability were enrolled 
in vocational education and training in schools programs. They are all really good statistics. I noticed that the 
notes referred to children with disabilities. As I sat there listening to the Malibu School Glee Club and to 
Rebecca Dewer talking about her experiences it struck me that these are not people with disabilities at all; these 
are people with special “abilities”. A few years ago we stopped talking about “handicapped” people and started 
talking about “handi-capable” people. I think the time has come to stop talking about people with disabilities and 
start talking about people with special abilities. What I saw today was an amazing display of young 
Western Australians who have a bright future. People get together at these expos and decide that they are going 
to allow programs in mainstream schools. They are not in special schools, handicapped schools or disabled 
schools anymore; these people are in our mainstream schools. I am chairman of the board of Ashdale Secondary 
College. There is an autism unit at the school. A fine young lady at the school, Tayla Tasseff, who has cerebral 
palsy, has just been named a Variety ambassador for a year. 

We all talk about these issues. Hon Dave Grills spoke about needing to be very wary and aware of people 
committing suicide. Hon Nick Goiran talked about our colleague who has retired from the other place for one 
reason or another. These are opportunities for us to get up to talk about different ways of speaking out, especially 
at a time when we are debating the Mental Health Bill in this place. I want people to start talking about people 
with special abilities like the people whom I saw today at the expo. Congratulations to all of those people who 
organised it. It really was an incredibly uplifting event. 
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